
Contemporary Nonfiction 
 
 Either The Outliers or Blink by Malcolm Gladwell  
 The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
 The Overachievers by Alexandra Robbins 
 Quiet: The Power of Introverts by Susan Cain 
 The Power of Habit by Charles Duhigg 
 Mindset: The New Psychology of Success by Carol Dweck 
 Many Lives Many Masters by Brian L. Weiss 
 The Sixth Extinction by Elizabeth Kolbert 
 The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson 
 Either A Whole New Mind or Drive by Daniel Pink  
 Assassination Vacation by Sarah Vowell 
 Everything Bad  is Good For You by Steven Johnson 
 Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End by Atul Gawande 
 Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond 
 The Autobiography of Malcolm X by Alex Haley and Malcolm X 
 If you have another book of equal quality you would like to read, contact the teacher you will 

have in the fall (email addresses are above), and he/she may be able to make an exception. 
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Welcome to Advanced Placement English Language and 
Composition!  This course combines a study of composition with a foundation in classic and 
contemporary—mostly nonfiction—readings.  Enjoy your summer reading. 
 
Part I. Read one book from this list.  The first week of class will be centered on seminars where you 
will be placed into specific groups for extensive discussions.    Please be sure to read!  We will be 
able to detect whether or not you have done the work!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you read, analyze the author’s rhetoric and argument. Rhetoric is the study of effective, persuasive 
language use, including thinking, writing, and speaking strategies. By argument, we mean a set of 
reasons given with the aim of persuading others that an action or idea is right or wrong. 

 
 

Part II.  In addition to your choice book from the list above, you are required to read Frank McCourt’s 
memoir, Angela’s Ashes.  Please be sure to read the text fully and to keep a dialectic journal where you 
will interact with the book.  Note at least 25 quotes or significant passages from the reading and create a 
Microsoft Word table where you respond to the following three categories: 

 
 
 



Quotation/Passage and Page # Paraphrase or Summarize the 
quote or passage. 

Analyze/Reflect:  What does 
this mean?  Why is it 
significant to the text? 

1.  Please write down the 
passage along with the 
author’s last name and 
page number. 

In a nutshell, what is going 
on in this passage? 

What do you make of this 
passage?  What are your 
thoughts/understanding? 

 
 
Part III.  Go to your teacher’s Seaholm English department webpage and download the “Rhetorical 
Terms and Definitions” packet. Read through the terms in the pages 1-9. Copy each of the words and 
definitions on a notecard and have it ready for the first day of class.  Please do not use Quizlet.  You will 
need to show your index cards for credit.  This will count as a homework grade.  You will be tested 
on all the words during the second week of the class. 
 
 
Part IV.   
 
Write. Hopefully you write all the time, but for the purposes of our summer AP Lang work, you will turn 
in one piece of writing. It must be at least two pages long. It must be good, revised and edited work. It 
can be about anything. It can be fiction or nonfiction, but it must be prose. It must be original work. It 
must be new, i.e., don’t turn in something you wrote last school year. Write something new.   You will 
be asked to submit your work to www.turnitin.com during the first day of class. 
 
Format.  
All of your writings should be typed, formatted in:  
 Times New Roman  
 Size 12 font 
 Double-spaced   
 Standard 1” margins.   
 Name, Date, and “Summer Reading Assignment” in the top right-hand corner. 

 
Writings will be scored on depth of thought, analysis, organization, use of specific examples to support 
your claim/thesis, and control of language (i.e., lack of grammatical, usage, and mechanical errors).  The 
responses are due the first day of class.  Be prepared to share your work in small or large group settings.  
Remember to save all of your work, as it will be used during the trimester and for 
www.turnitin.com purposes! 

 
 
 


